Four decades ago, the National Institute of Justice (NIJ) was created as the research, development and evaluation arm of the U.S. Department of Justice. NIJ's mission is to advance scientific research, development, and evaluation to enhance the administration of justice and public safety. NIJ provides objective, independent, evidence based knowledge and tools to meet the challenges of crime and justice, particularly at the state and local levels. In FY2010, NIJ awarded more than $30 million in grants for R&D projects related to forensic science, of which nearly $5 million supports research related to medicolegal death investigations and forensic pathology.
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To view NIJ's complete forensic science R&D portfolio, please visit the following page at: http://www.nij.gov/topics/forensics/forensicawards.htm
HOW NIJ SETS ITS RESEARCH AGENDA
NIJ's research agenda is guided by the needs of the criminal justice community through NIJ's Research, Development, Testing and Evaluation (RDT&E) process. NIJ actively solicits the input of criminal justice professionals, policymakers, and researchers in helping to identify high-priority research needs. NIJ accomplishes this through many mechanisms, including NIJ-sponsored Technology Working Groups, or TWGs. TWGs are practitioner-based committees from local, state, tribal, and federal agencies and laboratories with expertise in a particular NIJ technology investment portfolio. The TWGs identify and define technology needs and requirements of the law enforcement and public safety community, 
NIJ Funding Opportunities for Forensic Pathology Research

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE FORENSIC PATHOLOGY COMMUNITY
NIJ uses the needs and requirements of the field, as identified by the TWGs, to develop competitive solicitations seeking applications to address those needs. The Office of Investigative and Forensic Sciences (OIFS) within the National Institute of Justice solicits applications for research and development to address the needs of all forensic science disciplines, including forensic pathology. In FY2011, the OIFS issued two research solicitations:
• Basic Scientific Research to Support Forensic Science for Criminal Justice Purposes
• Applied Research and Development in Forensic Science for Criminal Justice Purposes
Basic Scientific Research to Support Forensic Science for Criminal Justice Purposes:
This solicitation sought applications to conduct basic scientific research in the physical, life, and cognitive sciences designed to increase the knowledge underlying forensic science disciplines intended for use in the criminal justice system. Proposals described the broad impact of the basic scientific research on forensic science disciplines.
